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This study examines whether accepting the existence of intelligent extraterrestrial beings is
incompatible with the belief that human beings are the “noblest of creatures.” It argues that
the Quran contains no explicit statement on this issue, while its interpretive openness allows
for philosophical, mystical, and theological approaches. Drawing on philosophical concepts
such as the theory of emanation, the multiplicity of levels of existence, and proportionality
between cause and effect, the study maintains that the existence of multiple worlds and
diverse forms of life is possible and consistent with the structure of the cosmos. From a
mystical perspective, based on the manifestation of the divine name al-Hayy (the Living), life
cannot be restricted to terrestrial humanity and must appear in various forms across different
realms. The study also examines Quranic verses and narrations referring to the plurality of
worlds and conscious beings as indications supporting the possibility of extraterrestrial life. It
further addresses differing views on whether humans or angels are the noblest of creatures,
showing that humanity’s absolute superiority lacks definitive textual proof and is largely a
philosophical-theological interpretation. Finally, it concludes that if extraterrestrial beings
possess intellect, free will, and moral capacity, their existence does not undermine human
dignity and may open new horizons in Islamic theology.
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Astrotheology: An Analysis of the Relationship
between Extraterrestrial Life and Human Superiority
in the Order of Creation

Extended abstract

This article explores the relationship between the possibility of intelligent
extraterrestrial life and the doctrine of human superiority-often expressed in Islamic
discourse as the belief that human beings are the “noblest of creatures.” With rapid
developments in astrobiology and increasing scientific interest in life beyond Earth,
long-standing theological assumptions regarding humanity’s unique status in
creation have come under renewed scrutiny. The central question addressed in this
study is whether the acceptance of intelligent extraterrestrial beings poses a
challenge to Islamic theology or undermines the moral and ontological dignity
traditionally attributed to human beings. The article argues that Islamic theology not
only allows for the possibility of extraterrestrial life but also offers rich philosophical
and miystical resources for its coherent theological interpretation. The study begins
by examining the position of Islamic sacred texts regarding extraterrestrial life. It
demonstrates that the Qur’an and prophetic traditions do not contain any explicit
affirmation or denial of intelligent life beyond Earth. This textual silence should not
be interpreted as a rejection of such a possibility. Rather, within Islamic
hermeneutics, silence often signifies a suspension of judgment that leaves room for
rational inquiry and interpretive openness. As such, the absence of direct textual
reference neither negates the possibility of extraterrestrial life nor renders it
theologically problematic. Instead, it provides a conceptual space in which
philosophical and theological reflection may operate.

The article then turns to Islamic philosophy, particularly the Peripatetic and post-
Avicennian metaphysical traditions. Drawing on the theory of emanation, the
principle of proportionality between cause and effect, and the doctrine of gradation
in being (tashkik al-wujud), it is argued that multiplicity and diversity necessarily
increase as existence descends from the First Principle. The material world, as the
lowest ontological level, is therefore characterized by maximal plurality, change,
and differentiation. From this metaphysical perspective, restricting life exclusively
to Earth lacks philosophical justification and is inconsistent with the internal logic of
Islamic metaphysics. This argument is further reinforced through modal reasoning,
showing that the proposition “intelligent extraterrestrial life exists” is at least
metaphysically possible, since it entails no logical contradiction.
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In addition to philosophical analysis, the article engages Islamic mystical thought,
particularly the doctrine of divine names and attributes. Central to this discussion is
the divine name al-Hayy (the Living). According to Islamic mysticism, God is
infinite being whose names and perfections must manifest in diverse forms across
multiple levels of existence. If life is a fundamental divine attribute, its
manifestations cannot be confined to a single terrestrial species. Limiting life to
humanity alone would conflict with the boundlessness of divine self-disclosure.
From this perspective, extraterrestrial life is not merely conceivable but constitutes a
plausible expression of the infinite vitality inherent in the divine act of creation.

The study further examines Qur’anic verses and narrational reports that may
support, or at least accommodate, the possibility of life beyond Earth. Verses such as
“And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and whatever living
creatures He has dispersed throughout them” (Qur’an 42:29), “He creates what you
do not know” (16:8), and the recurrent Qur’anic expression “Lord of the worlds”
(rabb al-‘alamin) are interpreted as suggesting a cosmos populated by multiple
realms of life. In addition, several narrations in Shi‘i sources refer to the existence of
numerous worlds, conscious beings inhabiting other cosmic systems, and even
civilizations beyond Earth. While such narrations do not constitute empirical
evidence, they align coherently with the philosophical and mystical principles
discussed and reinforce the theological openness of the Islamic tradition toward
cosmic plurality. In its final section, the article critically reexamines the notion of
humanity as the “noblest of creatures.” It shows that the Islamic intellectual tradition
does not offer a unanimous position on this matter. While some scholars maintain
human superiority, others assign this status to angels, and still others emphasize the
absence of any decisive scriptural proof. From a philosophical standpoint, especially
within the Avicennian framework, humanity is defined not by biological form but
by rationality, free will, and moral responsibility. Accordingly, if extraterrestrial
beings possess intellect, volition, and ethical capacity, they may be regarded as
“human” in the philosophical sense, regardless of their physical constitution or
ecological context. Their existence would therefore not undermine human dignity
but would instead expand the scope of theological anthropology.

The article concludes that Islamic theology is not threatened by the hypothesis of
intelligent extraterrestrial life. On the contrary, it is well equipped to incorporate
such a possibility without compromising core theological commitments such as
divine unity or human dignity. The acceptance of extraterrestrial life invites a
broader and more inclusive understanding of creation, moral agency, and
humanity’s place in the cosmos. In this way, the study contributes to the emerging
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field of Islamic astrotheology and demonstrates the capacity of Islamic thought to
engage constructively with contemporary scientific and philosophical developments.
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